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The Perth Regiment, C. A. O. ’ X
War Diary For The ,
Month of April, 1945.

Holland 1/4/45 One of our fighting patrols had a running fight against a large number of /
Sheet 5 Germans. Our fellows got away but two were wounded. D Company moved forward to J// ﬂ, 7'
Hertogenbosch a new position and dug in, with Company H. Q. at MR 707716 and Platoons at MR //’/ /J‘//)/’
1/100, 000 709716, 708719 and 707723. In the evening ambush patrols were sent out but no &

enemy were encountered., //i

Wfeather: wet and cold.
Feeding Strengths: 37 officers, £12 Other Ranks.

Holland 2/4/45 About 0715 hours four D Company personnel were injured when they entered a
Sheet 5 booby-trapped house in their area. After dinner the Commanding Officer and the ;
Hertogenbosch Intelligence Officer went to Brigade H. Q. to find out about a future move to
1/100, 000 the Rhine. The Commanding Officer decided to pass Companies through one another. /
A Cowmpany was to pass through C Company and secure MR 684733. D Company was to /
go through B Company and secure MR 689734. Times for moving were; A Company, / ,7
2030 hours and D Company, 2100 hours. From 1530 hours to 1700 hours the Bat- \//{
allion area came under fairly heavy shell fire and we suffered three casualties. / )
) Brigade sent us some information regarding a mine-field on our front, which 1
proved to be very useful. At 2215 hours both A and D Companies reported that :
they were firm on the new positions and were awaiting further orders. At 2359
hours Tac H. Q. moved forward to C Company arez at IR 701702. B and C Companies
were ordered to move to CHESTNUT at MR 682743 and TRUNMAN at MR 688743, respectively

Weather: wet and cold.
Feeding Strength: 37 Officers, €05 Other Ranks.
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Holland 4/4/45 "B" end "C" Cowpsnies were consolidated in their new gpositions by 030C hours.
suget 5 Tne rest of tae night was very quiet. The G.0.C. orf the British 49th Inf, Div.
Selertozenboseh arrived at Tac II.Q. &t 0800 hours and Lieut. Fleming took nim to "C" Company's for-
1 7Lv,vbv 4ard .ositions, !le wanted to study the far beznk of-  the Neder Rhine, but Jerry head
otier iceas., Lfter a warm welcore, in the form of Spandau fire, the General nmade a
nasty recce and returned to Tzc L.,2. A short time later a Brigadier from the same ]
Division cere up for another recce, "A" Sguadron of the G.3.H.Gs had vrouzut their f
tanks uu-z_&8in ) tlie Bund. Cnce there, they opened up on 21l thg
dug=in pogition sS Cne mwachine un wes gut out of action and the
l Ot..ers inieGlizvely siaut up. OSwoke generators were set up in the rear of the for-
i ara Co Lies to screen wmoverent and cover preparations the 4¢ tn Div, were meaking % , .
{ prepurztory 1o crossing the Neder Rhine west of Arnkem. Recce, ambush and.contact | / N
patrols were lzid on. (See Appendix 7) At 1830 Lours the tarnks shot .p a factory )
et 554757, wlhere enewy movement had been reported. iround 200C hours "C" Company v/

took 7 prisoners vbelonging to the 46th il.G. Fortress In. They said tuey were cut
off end inzd no lope of settins back across tie River, Up to midnisht, the Compan-/
. ) E . &
ies reyported =ll guiet,

‘eather: showery.

Stren_tih: 37 Officers, 798 Other Ranks,

folland '5,/4/45 All patrols reported no contact with the enemy. Farly in the noruing smoke
cheet 5 seneretors wounted on vehicles were brought up to the forward Companies. But as
~.lertogenbosc¢h soon as tihey opened up in dayiight tie mortar boubs literally rained down on thew,

1

/ “ X mn\ AWl T ~ ~ C e - ; v
1,100, 000 wo generators were knocked out and 2 of the ciew wounded. So the senerators were
hestily taken back to the rear again and set up at 682753, Brigadier I.S.Joumston

Tr ~

came over to Teac II.Q. again at 1115 hours. It was decided to move our Battalion
N :

furtiier to the ecst in order to make way for the operastion of the 49th Division.

4% 1135 hiours the artillery F.0.0. reported seeing twelve eneiy troops R
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| s . .
continued... ...........heading for a house at MR 679760. They were engaged with small arms fire but the . /
i distance was too great. They were finally seen running into a house at MR 676762 /
| and a patrol was laid on to go this point at night and confirm it. A Company, 1 /
| | i " ot ; . s 5 5 . /
! i still holding the town of Driel, came in for a great deal of mortaring. It was /]
| ! then laid down that no vehicles would be taken forward in dayligsht unless it was / o1
i |  absolutely essential., The Colonel decided to spread thne Companies out a bit e
; | rmore and a recce party was sent out from D Company to contact the Westministers, i)
, | = oz Y : > . L
| | who had moved in on our right. The Pioneer Plztoon went out at 1800 hours to ¥

sweep

Germwen,

1 | ; Weather: fine =nd
Feeding Strengtn:

the railway at 'R 706763, which was infested with mines, both British and

warm,
pls Y'Y peara 7G68 -1 .
37 Officers, T7G6c Other

Ranks.

Holland There was no enewy activity during the night. Lieutenant Hughson was / //g
Sheet 5 slightly wounded by D Company personnel in the early hours of the morning when ("
llertogenbosdh he failed to follow the proper procedure on being challenged. During the morn-— ’ Al

1/100, 000

ties were suffered. C
cealed position in the

i

Tac H.

g Casualties, 1

| ‘eather: unsettled with showers.

Feeding Strength:

ing the forward Companies again came under mortar and shell fire, but no casual-

found to be firing from behind a gasometer at LR 691773.
this target and severazal hits were scored.
O. C. of C. A. C. R. U., and his son, Lieutenant Rutherford, paid a visit to
Q. and conferred with Colonel Andrew.

Officer.

Company came under heavy machine gun fire from a well con-
area LR 685770. About 1915 hours an enemy mortar was

The artillery took on
Around 2200 hours Brigadier Rutherford

‘ 51/"/

37 Officers, 802 Other Ranks.
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Holland 7/8/45 The artillery, 17th Field Regiment, put on a shoot at 0215 hours. At first lhdsf
Sheet 5 light our tanks, B Squadron of the G. G. H. G's, engaged a machine gun at MR |
Hertogenbosch 685770 and knocked it out. It was a very nice bit of shooting. The usual shell- f
1,/100, OC0 ing and mortering of our forward positions continued throughout the morning but ,7 /7
no one was hurt. After dinner the Artillery opened up on a mortar position at | /liﬁ
MR 676766, and succeeded in silencing it. Late in the afternoon our G. 0. C., / A
General Hoffmeister, paid a visit to Tac H. Q. He complimented the Colonel on i
the good behaviour of his troops while we were in Belgium, and also expressed his |, /
pleasure at the very low numcer of A. ¥W. O. L. cases, where leave to England was v
given. F ,
Yeather: fine z=nd warm. / '
Feeding Strength: 37 Officers, 802 Other Ranks.
Holland E/4/45 At 0200 hours the forward Companies reported sounds of demolition on the i
Sheet 5 enemy side of the river but could not pin-point the spots. At 1045 the enemy
Hertogenbosch threw over some small rocket bombs which fell in A Company area at KR 679755, ~
In the afternoon he tried for the cross-roads at MR 682745, but most of the {
S ¥4

1/100, 000

mortar shells fell short and landed on the road leading into Driel.
Brigadier Rutherford, C. A. C. R. U., England, came to Tac H. 3. to see Colonel

Qe
Andrew.

Casualties: nil.

fair and warm.
37 Officers,

Weather:
Feeding Strength:

€05 Other Ranks.

At 1540 hours
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10ilena S5/4/45 The u;ornir;\_v, Wes very gquiet snd we nissed the usual dose of shelling. The f
Sneet 5 ) Coloncl ient to Dde., H.Q. and lesrned of a probavle nove toworrow to 2 concent- (
S.lerto-enbosdh retion area between Imutericih and Zutphen, east of the Wesser River. ajor Snel- !
1/100, 000 grove caue back Ifrom leave ana resumed his duties as Second in Comi:and., The After- 7’
noon was quiet but at 2030 hours tlie enewy mortars O:J\_,l'lbu up again, "B" Conipany ' /.
took niost of tue pzsting, due to the fact tuat they still rad smoke _enerators in / A
tieir area. Cur artillery tien took up tie fi ht and, after poundin: one eneny ! ;
mortar pocition at 651744, the eneny fire ceassed. At 2130 hours eneay tracked / o
vehicles were hear oving alon; a latersl roed at 7237¢S. Cur artillery ogpened é,
| up but tune results could not ve observea. "i" Con.any tien came under swall arss | ’
fire from across the River but, o1 bein enge .4 ¢y our owrn Jeapons, it ceased. |
; V]
eatner: fine and waru,
Strength: 38 Officers, £26 Other Ranks.
olland 10/4/45 At OC10 hours an enewy patrol of € wmen was sizhited appgrosching “D" Company
Slieet 5 area &t 71476 ‘rhen they ceme closer our wen engezed t:em, but since the eneiy / \
S.Herto enbosdn was armed with bazookas he fared better. In the ensueing battle two of our men ! A
1,/100, 00C vere killed by blast. The 17th Field Re_ iment put on a shoot at 0645 hours, trying :
to stir the enewny into some counter-battery work, but to no svail. The enemy kept &/
very guiet. At 1* Lours our tenks went us on the Dund end blested a suspected
enewy O0.F. at 7087€0. Later in the day recce perties were warned to stand by for
& recce in aa;,';lu'.;;m toworrow, Casuslties; 2 killed, 1 wounded,
‘ecther: fine,
Stren th: 38 Officers, £26 Other Renks,
|
.
|
|
1
[
|
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At 1000 hours a

recce party left to pecce a new area at IR 8074.

- dinner representatives from the 7th Anti Tank Regiment arrived at Tac H. Q. to

| recce our Battalion positions.

. hours liain
LR 6866, Nijmegen Sheet,

They were going to take over from us in this
area. It was arranged that one platoon from each Company would take-over at
1630 hours, one at 1730 hours and the third at just after stand-to. 4t 1300

and part of Support Cowpany moved to a new area at Osterhout,
1/25,000. The chenge-over was completed without incidg-

TT
|8
ile

~
w e

. ent and the troops were picked up by T. C. V's in Zlst and taken to the new area,

. Thompson, who was actin.: Adjutant.
}:) L o

- intended move was cancelled.

'eatner: fair and warm.

Stren;th: 3€ Officers, Other Fanks.

- =~
42
-~

d

By 0100 hours all the Companies were settled in the new area at Osterhout.
and llain H. Q. were at IR 684663, A Company at LR 687667, B Company

TBC 1:. P e
at IR 685665, C Company at LR 684662, D Company at MR 684660 and Support Company
al LR 685664. In the morning bath parades were held for all Companies. Lieut-

enant Gallagher was now acting Intelligence Officer, relieving Lieutenant D. I.
The Colonel attended an "O" Group at Brigade
Q. at 1015 hours, and at 1400 hours he, the Intelligence Officer and the Ad-—
Jutant recce'd an area in front of Arnhem. Later on in the day, however, this
In the evening the Companies were entertained by
The Colonel held an "O" Group after the Show, concerning

j
ile

o

a C. V. A. C. Show.

' @ move to a new area at IR 8074.

Vleather: showery.

38 Officers, €31 Other Ranks.

Stren:sth:

Just before

¥3

Initials |

= S—

Q/
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Bocholt 13/4/45 The Colonel, I.0. and sdjuteant left on a recce at 0545 hours for an area nesr f
Sheet P—1 West Doesbur, presently held by the Royal Canzaian Brivoons, st Cdn. C.A.R. At 0730 é
/100, CO0 hours the 2 i/c, lajor Snel;rove, moved the Zettalion to tze Start Line, wiich was f /ﬁ_
Nijuwesen Eria;e. The route LQLlowea to the new area was Cleve, Emmerich, Zlton, *//Ag
Deck, Didem and ‘'ekl. Tac 7.Q. was set up et ¥Wekl, $5175C. The G.C.C. of the 5th / ’
Division paid a visit to Tec H.Q. at 1400 hours. Coipeny aress were as follovis; »
nAM Company $397¢5, "B" Cowpony 866753, "C" Company (38855, and "D" Company at /
8.9787. Dach Company had one troop of G.G.H.G. tanks with them At this tiwe the v
Battzlion fronta.e was approxivately € miles but, fortunetely, tue Iront wes a very
uiet omne. |
eather: fair. / §
Strength: 3 Cfficers, €30 COther Renks.,
Boclolt 14/4045 The night was very guiet ana only one peatrol contected any enemy. No one
Sheet P-1 iest seeied to be guite sure where the enewy's forward defense ilnes were, so "C" Com-— I\
1,100, COO  |peny, riding on a troop of tanks, was sent forward to sweep the erea. ‘hile this I
| was soing on the 1058 did a shoot along the river line. Frogress was slowed down ;
considerably by many road blocks, which were heevily mined and booby-trapped. ! P
Prigadier I.S.Joimston visited Tac H.3. and at 1E30 hours the C.O, passed the letest
information to the Cowpany Cormanders., e were to take pzrt in an ogeration celled|iln,
"Cleanser", the chief feature being that our own Division wes to pass throun tue [“/
45th Dr. Inf. Div. now in the Arnhem ares, secure the hish ground to the north, ’
ana then swing west., ‘he uj;r called for TCVs to carry the troops around. At 2230
Lours two Russisn deserters walked into "A" Co:ipany lines and zave information re-
surding their unit, steting that their cowmrades in Doesbu wished to surrender.
Trey viere tien sent back to their own lines again and zbout wmidni it they re turned
/ithh €6 more uen, couplete with arms and eguipnent.
[ ‘eatier: very unsettled.
| Stren tii: 8 Officers, €28 QOther Eanks,
I
|
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contiriuedeeed eecedeces | "Ma" ana "B" Coupanies, riding on tanks, entered Lunteren 5585. No opposition
wis eucountered ana they renained nere for the ni_ht. "C" ana "D" Comwpanies and
Tac 1.0. remdined at 576%12, 5T7€¢08 and 571505.
\leather: fair.
Stren.th: 38 Officers, €24 Cther Ranks.
Utrecat 17/4/45 In the morning two Cificers and two N,C.Os from the Folizen jaifen Schulen
:eet 2 Jere captured in Iunteren. Information was received frow verious sources that
1, 10C, OCC tl.e Dutci. 55 troops in the area were chensing into civilian clothes in order to '
penetrate our lines and elicit inforuwation. COne such agent was captured -nd e '
coufiruea tre revort received. At 140C hours ordaers ceawe througi for the Jettalion
to move on to an asrea at 5983, Lejor Snel_ rove went forward to recce thlis area.
The oraer of warch for the Battelion wasj; "A" Compeny with & troop of tanks and {
one section of carriers, Tac H.Q., "B", "C", "D" end Su_port Compenies, & sguadron
of tenks end rain 7.,Q. At this time "C" Company was put under counmand of the Ir i
RC and they went to Otterloo 654S912. "i" Company moved off at 1600 hoqrQ end thne \
move wes made f/itJ out incident. Tac I.Q. was set up at 595633, "A" Compeny 5££¢52; ’
"3" Compuny 593¢52, "D" Company 604S37 and Support Company at 592937. At 1745 :
hours Bri_acier I.S.Jounston arrived with some new orders. "a" Company wes put \.{/,
r under coumana of the 3.C.Ds ana pushed off to Bermeveld 5; 57 The rest of the
| Battalion was neld in & counter-attack role. 4t 2000 hours "I" Company took up
‘ a position around Tac H.3. Two eneny strag.lers were picked up.
_ef-,-*c;@r: fair.
rengths 30 Officers, ¢20 Cther Ranks.
|
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Utrecht 18/4/45 The night was gquiet and at 0900 hours orders were received to get ready to
Sheet 2 'move to Voorthuizen, 545012. At this time 24 prisconers were brought in, chaps

1/100, 000 wliio had been cut off and chose to surrender. kaj. Snelgrove left at 1000 hours
with an advance recce party and at 1100 hours the Battalion moved off. Arriving
in the new area at 1145 hours, the C.0. called an "O" Group and gave out the in-
formation that the Battalion was to move to Harderwijk, 506109, under command of )
the B.C.Ds. The order of march was to be one troop of tanks, "B" Couwpany, Tac ‘
H.Q2., Sguadron H.Q., one troop of tanks, "D" "C" and "A" Companies each with one
troop of tanks, followed by Support Company and liain H.{. This was to be an
armoured show and it was intended to follow the Armour from Arnhem to Harderwi jk.
The Battalion moved off at 1540 hours and the first stop was at Putten, 5400,
while a recce party went forward to contact the ILd S.H. and the Westminister \
Resiwent, who were situated somewhere to our front. At 1640 hours tie Ld. S.H.

reported they were at 55€177 in position for an attuck. The atteck was put in at |4 ~
1705 lLours against approximately 100 enewy and was successful. The Battalion
then moved forward with our irmour through Ermelo, 5613, and stopped just outside

, of Harderwijk at 559177. Here the men de-bussed. At 1845 hours "B" Compeany &/
% entered tihe town on foot. The intention was to keep two Companies in the town

wiile two more went forward. Eleven enemy were taken at 558179. The Underground
. ovement was very helpful and rounded up meny collaborators as well as prisoners.’
| 4% 1700 hours Tac H.J. moved into town znd an "O" Group was held in the town hall
to discuss defensive measures. Our troops were given a wild welcome by the towns—
people, Their enthusiasm made any organization alwost next to impossible. Com—
pany positions were; "i" Company 567188, "B"™ Compeny 562185, "C" Company 557183,
"D" Cowmpsny 556194, Support Company 558188 and Tac H.Q. 55€194. At 2200 hours the
Battalion returned to under command of the 11 Cdn. Inf. Bde. The C.O. becanme

Town Cousuandant and issued orders that any wen found drunk on the streets would

! § . be Court-iartialed. A4t 2230 hours the C.0. made a tour of all Company areas to

| | - ensure tnat everything was in order. There were no casualties during the day.
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Utrecht 15,/4, 45 At 0300 hours a patrol was sent from "i" Company to search the area 5717 and \
Sheet 2 5817 for enewy but none were encountered. The norning wes uneventful although f ,41,
1, 10C, 000 it was suspected that there were still some enewy Southeast of the Town. At 1330 | A
hours two platoons of "C" Company, plus a troop of tanks, went on a fighting pat- 5 R
rol in the area 5913. They came under fire from a sanatorium but they put in en
attack anda tuae enemy pulled out. No other contact was made and they returned to &/'
tue Cowpeny position. The under_round was very helpful and turned over 1o us a s
total of 11€ prisoners. ‘e suffered no casualties. '
‘leather: fair and clear.
Strength: 38 Officers, £16 Other Ranks. |
§ /|
Utrecht 20/4,/45 . The area was very quiet and the Companies stayed put in their areas. 4t 1200 d Wi
Sheet 2 hours the Battalion caue under comwand of the 5th Cdn. Armd. Bde. and Lieut. D.L. R
1/100, 000 Thompson went to an "0" Group there. The intention was to move to the Northeast N
to relieve some 3rd Division Units. The C.O. held an "O" Group at 2300 hours to ..
tie in all details of a recce party. There were no casualties and "B" Company o
took one prisoner at 564186. j
Weather: clear and fine.
Strength: 38 Officers, €23 Other Ranks.
|
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Utrecht 1/4/45 At 0400 hours the C.0., I.0. and Compeany Commanders left Heraerwijk with a ?
Sheet 2 N Brigade recce party that was moving forward to meet the 3rd Division. The morn- f f
1/100, 000 inz waa uneventiul and at 163C hours the move to the Start Line was begun. The { //7k
Start Iine was Voorthuizen, 556035, with the order of merch as follows; Tec H.Q., .f/ !
iain H.3., "a“, "B", "C", "D" and Support Companies and the Echelons. The con- N
centration ares was to be Zuidlaren, 2900, and the route followed was Voorthuizen, np
Aupeldoorn, Zutphen, Lochen and Leppel, with the Dispersal Point at Assen, 21cS, A
Veather: unsettled. f
ucrcn@t;: 38 Officers, €20 Other Ranks.
Utrecht 22/4/145 The concentration area was reached by 0545 hours after a journey of 137 uiles.
JAc,t e At 1200 the C.0. took & recce party to Loppersuu, 347267, to the H.J. of the Royal
1,/100, 000 Yinnepegz Rifles. The front we were ;iven to cover was a very wide one but after
tiie C.C. Drouggt this to the Brigadier's attention it was reduced. The Juuuu¢¢on>_
was moved to Jodlinze, 38£5314, and took over from the Royal Regina Qeulment“’ c ﬁ{
Positions were @s follows; Tac H.Q. 387314, "Ai" Company 3¢9318, npn Conyuny 402333, 4/
"G Cowpany 418324, "D" Company 386313 and Support Compeany at 287312. Two recce
patrols were then leid on, "A" Company to 408293 and "C" Company to 420302, One
of our carriers overturned in a ditch and three men were slightly injured. v
\leather: clear and cold.
Strensth: 38 officers, 821 COther Ranks.
Utrecut 23,/4/145 The early part of the day was uneventful and the intention wes thzat later on
et 2 & move would be wade to clear part of the area to the Zast. At 1600 hours an "O"

roup was held and the plan outlined.

Phis move was to take place after last l1ight. If the first elements were

4_v\<_/ >qGA
Vo&JG e

successiul "A" Cowpany was to send a sub—unit to 420300 and 413304, “B" Compeny

: Two platoons Irom "“C" Company were to occupy
| 424315 and 420312, while the Scout and Tank-hunting platoons were to take Krewerd,
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the day were Lieut. lcCourtie and 7 Other

conbinuededeeeeesses | laid on for the evening. i
‘ 3 Qther Ranks wounaed and 1

P

C
-  PEPL I M | ~ TS Ay &) Q43 an]
| Ranxks Klilegl, 11U T. U ol emT1lX
-

13 d 1 Cther Rank miss-
Tor the day we took 22 prisoners.

i ay s
leather: clear,
Strensth: 37 Cfficers, £12 Other KHanks.

Ul
L
¥
et

Utrecnt 25/4,4 0030 hours "B" Company in Holwierde picked up 4 enemy. Irour S Ps were re-—
Sueet 2 sorted to be in "C" Comwpany area at 0315 hours and the Company again took & heavy
1,/100, 000 nellin.. Our artillery began to fire in support. At 093C the air C.P. went up
azain. At 10C0 hours a house at 421317 occupied by a "C" Compzny platoon wes
knocked down and they were forced to move. The Battalion returned to under coi-
aand of 11 Cdn. Inf. Bde. as of 0900 hours. By 1010 hours "Rt Company had taken

3 more prisoners. They were captured at 423298, After dinner it was planned

that the Artillery should fire smoke shells along tue dyke, thus indicating tar-
cets to fighter-bowbers, who would be over at 1420 hours. However the yplenes
arrived too early, and as they did not wait for terget indication, the bombing
was ineffective. At 1430 hours Brigadier I.S.Johnston arrived to confer with the 1
C.0. By 1530 hours the Honey tanks of the B.C.Ds had contacted "A" Company. gy ! ’
Compzny reported a large enemy patrol at 423296 znd our mortar and Artillery fire
drove them off. At 2050 one forward O0.P. reported an eneny Dornier aircraft 0/
| taking off from 440268, Artillery and mortars again fired on suspected enewy
positions at 428312 AND 430312. At this time severzl civilians reported that
Nansum, 434296, was occupied by approxinately 100 enemy. At 2330 hours "p" Com- g,
! peny drove off en enemy patrol in their azres and killed 7. Fourteen prisoners

; | were taken during the day. '

eF

(O e

Veather: unsettled.
gtrength: 37 Officers, 793 Other Ranks.
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Utrecht 26,/4 /45 At 0300 hours an R.C.D. recce patrol reported to Tac H.Q. after finishing a
sneet 2 recce &t .5.213. <They reported thet « Iciley PBridze would span the crate: there.
1/1CG, 000 Bieruw was very nezvily shelled at 06CO hours but there were no casualties. At
| C£CC uours 3de. H.3. sent us & message thet 12 Spitiires would bowmb area 435302,
; E 3 Nle zarea of necvy eneny _un positions, at CEZ0 houres. “This took place znd the re-
3 ? | sults were very _ood. .t 1C5C liours tre zrtillery enga_ea targets near the lighit-
;“vnuc at 44C3C5, "BY" Compeny now ceme in Ifor some inesvy chelling. AIter dinner a
| louse at 4C3>312, occupied by our " mortar cievs, wes kKnocked down by enewy shell-
§-h . 1our nen vere wounded and tie crews withdrew to the re:r, Ilans were now N
1 de to cleczr tle "Dund", fron our forward Coupenies alo: tiie line of +the rozd k
E 33314. ‘1.is wes to be aone in two plhieses. For the iirst part, "L" Cou.any, with
; or.e troou of & N.B.H. tanks, was to _o0 throuzh Spi k-Vierhuizen to clear as far as / <)
E i‘iﬁﬂ;{?’ Wi.ile one platoon of "C" Cowpany would cut the dyke at 1,3324. If this
I | was ,successiul phase 2 would begin, with "D" Cowpany passing through the "C" Com-
i veliy p-ctoon anw clearing to tlie line of the roed 428312, Start tize was at 2000 -
1 hours. A bounbing plan weas laid on but kad to be cancelled due to yoor visibility.
I At 2220 nours a few shells fell in Tac H.J. area and shook them up considersably.
: "BY and "C" Company are.s were glso shelled and casualties were 1 killed, 7 wounded.
i d

| I ) ) Crian  NEYve ws |1
; Stren:;ths: 37 L;ilcers, ¢02 QOther Ranks.

Utrecit 27/4/45 At 0035 hours "D" Cowmpeny crossed tue St; 't Line and by 02£0 hours they were .
sreet 2 firm on the line of the road at 433334. By 0300 hours the "C" Company platéon was

1,100, 000 du_-in on the dyke bank at 4343
e

O5C
4 ‘asp and one anti-Tank gun in sugport,
re at 0355 hours. "D" Comwpany now pushed on but by
re. This increased in intensity and the
& hours they were on the objective but

stance continued. One tank was knocked out and "D" Cowpany Couwander
re arn.our.

"O" Cownpany contacted tlem L
urs were slowed up by suall arms fi

anks be_an to . ive close-sug.port. By 061
r
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D e N
resistance wes still bitter and "D" Couwpany asked a_ain for wmore armour. Fifteen
rinutes lzter y took 42 prisoners at 430312. These were identified as 3rd
Company, Transgort Flotilla, idmiral Nederlund. The tanks were now positioned at
428312 and 417316 =nd cave under heavy shell fire from 542276, The sir 0.P., was
up but could not pin-point the enemy. At 100C hours "D" Counpany took 2€ I
prisoners in the same area (430312). 4t 1310 hours "D" Coupeny rep d
forwin; up on tle ke at 440301. The Artillery enza_ed tliese, but fziled
C la
I

continue@..|....i....  an enemy S P was spotted at 439297 and the Artillery took this onm. At 0E2C the

drive t:.eu oif. _t 1410 hours en S P at 435305 openea up. The
Grouy at 1445 Lours anda further orde were given., "A" Compeny wes to take Nan-
su. «and t.ae line of the road to Holwierde. "“C" Cowpany was to tzke out the bi
' suns st 435289, "D" Cowpzny wes to push on to 436307, whkile "B" Company remained
firm at Holwierde. Bri_acier I.S.Jolnston vigited the C.,0. at Tac H.Q3. at 1830
hours. The tanks at 429312 reported very heavy shelling and announced that tuey |
wight Le forced to withdraw. TIwo hours later they had one tink knocked out by
shelling. "D" Compeny ajain cune in for heavy shelling and the Artillery 0.P. 0
was set on fire. Up until midniht enemy activity was nil except for shelling

in "B" and "D" Cowpany areas, Capt. Swartz and Lieut Lillburn were S5.0.S. to X-9.

Jeather: wet and cold.

Strenzthi:s 35 Officers, 757 Other Ranks.

Utrecut 28/4/):

>

A% 0130 hours "D" Compasny reported enemy movement in front of their area but

T~
Il

Sheet 2 nothin; developed. "C" Cowpuny was movin; but ran into a minefield and slowed
1/100, 000 : down., At C3CC hours the Company CO”vancer, Capt. Cook, was wounded and ILieut.
; Croysten was killed when several mines exploded. The advance was halted and a
: in the mlnefield. They were unsuccess-—
&t first light. The C.0. ordered the

pakrol

/ias sent forward to locate 2
ful and r p

S &1 &
eturned to the Company positi

ap
on
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Compeny to withdraw., At
were identified as Customs personnel., During the morning
under very heavy shelling and several casualties resulted.
man marines surrendered to Su.port Company in ea 418324.
at 1515 hours to take positions 440210 end There
tney asxed for artillery fire in £35307. this
the enewy driven outside. At 163C hours
"L" Company. |By this time "D" Cowmpany was he
from 433330, and also an SP at 435306,
at 4333C0 was ensa_ed our mortars.j
concentrated in Bieruw 4132. |The mortars laid sr.oke in
at 439302 and by 1750 hours "D" Coumpany reported
Sowe enewy were still in the aresz and at 181
Coupany's leading platoon now asked f
hours they were on tae objective at 4352
throush and take out the suns at 435302, The C.0. was to
guired suoke, At 2000 hours "C" Company called for smoke
i agein to ask for nmore fire on the enewy sun positions.
called at 2045 reporting: thet they were okesy, had 21
more G&uiLio,

leleplionie courmnicztion wecs now established.
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con

Qtrecht 9/4/4) . By 0145 hours "i" Coumpany was 800 yards in front of "D" Company's position,

Sheet 2 i | but were being held up by L.G. fire from a zgroup of farw buildinzs about 300 yards
Vd \ Ve | | & . N 4 - 1 e : 1 )

1/100,000 | ; | frow Nensuw. "4" Cowmpany reported they could handle this zlri ht, however

tinued. .

IETPRFRIE: [ Veather: fair

|
|
+ 4+

& L]
S't]_"f;‘i’;;)uli: 35 01 fice 'Sy 7S7 Cther Rariks,

HoH

i ; | Cowpany was oraerea to be on the alert for a counter—attack and if necessary, be

| prepared to _ive assistance to "AY" Coupany, on tiheir left., At 0215 hours "C" Cow-
! peny reported t ' tzken a total of 177 prisoners. 3By 0525 hours "A"™ Company
were at 433300. They had clezned out the opposition and taken 70 prisoners, but
decided vo liold this position as they were zlmost out oi aumunition. Fiftecn '
minutes later they were counter—-sttacked in strength, and had to resort to using §
1 captured ereny weapons and anmunition for defense. The Artillery now came in to |
| ! give tiem & hand, The atteck was beaten off and ammunition wes sent up to "DV i
| Compeny, to Le cerried forwerd to "A" Company. At 0745 hours "A" Company reported |
| @ lerge number of enewy on the Nensum-Holwierde road, and our irtillery went to |
J work on them. Arouna 0915 hours "A" Company went off the air and th Zeneral f
1

|

|

picture became a bit obscure. Lt 1045 hours "D" Company sent a contact patrol to
| "A" Company. L% IIIO hours "C" Company reported enewy on the Nans —Ultuerde IOad”
g | and reguested air-bursts. This wes done with zood effect. AT 1325 hours they
| « asked agein for zir-bursts on 447283. At 1430 hours "A" Compeny took 3 more pris-
} orers in their area. Having received an ample suy.ly of ammunition by now, they
| were oraered to push on into Nansum. Artillery fire was now laid on Nansum, pre-
‘ ;arulorJ to their going in. By 1650 hours they were in the town asainst sone
opposition, but not firm, "D" Compeny in the weantiue, with several troops of

| tanks, pushed forward to clear the area between "A" and "B" Cowpanies. By 1750 ‘
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continued..J........4 | hours "A" Compeny .as firm in Nensum end had been contacted by "D" Cowmwpeny on the

| | Nensum-fHolwierde road. At this time it was intended that the C B Highrs would
relieve our forward Companies around last 1ight. 411 Cowmpanies were asked to turn
in captured enewny weapons so that the underground could make use of them. At 2145
hours "C" Company of the C B Highrs relieved our "C" Cowpany at 439303. "C" Cow-—
peny then went back to Bierum, 418325 "i" Company =t Nansuw was relievea by "LD"
Cowpeny of tihe C D Highrs. "A" Cowpany now returneda to Losdorp, 402316. "D" Cou-
| pany took over the old "B" Company positions in Holwierde for the night znd "B"

i Coupany woved vack to Spijk. Our prisoner count for the day was 295.

|

Vfeatiier: clouay end dark.
Stren_tnh: 30 Officers, 775 Other Ranks.

Utrecht 30/4/045 At 0130 hours the C B Hishrs put in an attack on enewy sun positions at 456277,

Sheet 2 which was succegsful, Later on in the morning "B" Company was ordered Ulitwerde, %9

1/100, 000 assist tue C B Highrs, who were going to enter Delfzijl. A mobile bath was estab- ,
lished 2t Tac II.Q. in Godlinze, 386315, and Companies came in to _et a hot shower i \
and a chen.e of clothes. A4t 1615 hours "A" Cowpany relieved "D" Cowpany at Hol- :
wierde. "D" Company now moved back to Godlinze. At 1630 hours "C" Cowpany left ‘;;

to relieve "B" Company and "B" Company ceme back to Spijk. During the day they
had helped the C B Highrs in clesring Biesum, 440270, and had taken 30 prisoneDs,

md

The Coupenies now began to check eguipment and et cleaned up. f

Teather: fine,
Strengzth: 30 Officers, 754 Other Ranks,

/M’_,JQ%‘“‘Z@AW
Lieut. Col. L. W. Andrew
e me N A o L LS 1 T G -
. vommanaing Olficer, The Perth Re_iment,
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